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Left: Micah Slentz founded 

Play Well Africa. 

Above: The nonprofit 

donates Lego bricks, which 

are used as educational 

tools, to children in Africa.

Micah Slentz is building a charitable foundation by  
sending Lego blocks to children in Africa. 

By Ashley Breeding and Laguna Beach Magazine Staff

Photos courtesy of Play Well Africa

PHILANTHROPIST
PLAYFUL

M
icah Slentz, a 10-year-old from Laguna Beach, sits outside an elementary school in the 
Kumi District of Uganda, where he and three new friends, natives of the east African 
country, assemble a structure made of Lego blocks. It’s August, and the trip marks 
Micah’s second in a year to Kumi—one of the poorest regions in the country—where 
he’s carrying out the mission of Play Well Africa, a charity he started four years ago. The 
nonprofit, which is headquartered in Laguna, donates used and new Lego bricks to less 

fortunate African children who don’t have the learning tools they need to help sharpen their creative 
minds at home or at school. 

The sweet image of the four young boys gathered together on the ground, immersed in play, is cap-
tured by Micah’s mother, Leslie Christen, and is shared on social media so that the charity’s donors 
back in the U.S. can partake in the experience, too. But the candid and powerful moment also serves 
as inspiration for others—no matter their age or resources—when it comes to finding innovative, 
thoughtful ways to give back and make a significant impact in a community near or far. Because if a 
10-year-old can do it, successfully and with a big smile, anyone can.
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300 pounds of Lego blocks—packed into multi-
ple suitcases—and connect with recipients while 
tracking the results of the donations themselves. 

“This, we believe, was our true beginning; we 
were on the ground, at the schools, in the com-
munities seeing the difference these bricks were 
making,” Christen says. “Play is so essential for 
kids and many of these [African] children have 
to grow up so fast. … Luckily, Lego [blocks] are 
not just a toy, they’re also very educational,” she 
adds, noting that they’re used in schools to help 
teach engineering, spacial relations, basic archi-
tecture concepts, fractions and more. 

And, since the family has been able to get on 
the ground and work face-to-face with Ugandan 
communities and children, the charity has only 
continued to gain momentum. “Thousands of 
children play with Lego [blocks] every day [now] 
because of us,” Micah says. 

“It’s life-changing to the ultimate degree,” adds 
Christen of the initial trip to Africa. “It’s made us 
all re-evaluate our lives and how we would like to 
live. We are so grateful for what we have, but we 
want to give to those who need it more.” 

When he returned to Laguna Beach, spurred 
by his work on the ground during his first trip to 
Kumi, Micah, his parents and younger brother, 
Logan (also an avid Lego brick fan), held Lego 
toy drives, organized pickups and established 
drop-off locations around town in an effort to 
rally others to get behind their impactful orga-
nization. More recently, Micah hosted a parking 

lot party at Laguna’s Rasta Taco, where kids 
from the community came to chow down, run 
around, dance and donate their previously used 
building blocks. 

And when it comes to garnering the commu-
nity’s support, Play Well Africa’s strong social 
media presence makes a difference, too, help-
ing to educate others about the nonprofit’s work 
and inspire kids around the globe to give back 
by holding their own drives at their local schools, 
churches and businesses. 

“We have received donations from all over the 
world,” Micah says. “Instead of presents for their 
birthday or their bar or bat mitzvah, kids are ask-
ing for Lego [block] donations to send to Play 
Well Africa,” he adds of the global efforts to con-
tribute to the organization’s mission. 

More recently, Micah’s charity received 320 
pounds of Lego bricks from an elementary school 
in Minnesota. “Complete strangers are praising 
what we’re doing and spreading the word—it’s 
been really amazing,” Micah says.

RAISING THE ROOF
In August, Micah spent another month in Kumi 
during his second trip to Uganda, accompanied 
by his parents, Logan and a few family friends 
who have joined their cause. They distributed 
more Lego blocks, reached a broader group of 
kids and checked in on a school and orphan-
age to which they had donated the building 
blocks last time. “I am blown away by what they 

have created since we’ve been gone—beautiful 
houses, cars, even a helicopter, which was the 
coolest thing I’ve ever seen. Their understand-
ing of the building process is extraordinary,” 
Micah says.

And the family plans to travel every year to the 
country, bringing teams of volunteers to focus on 
the Kumi District, in which there are more than 
150 schools.

While the family travels to Uganda to teach 
and give back, the country has taught them a lot 
in return. “We’ve hiked the African jungle to a 
waterfall, mountain climbed to see monkeys—
and even swam in the source of the Nile River,” 
Christen says. But the greatest lesson Micah has 
learned from the experience is that charity is his 
calling. “Helping kids is what I want to do for 
the rest of my life. It makes me so happy,” he 
says. Regarding the future of Play Well Africa, 
he adds: “I want this to be the final destination 
for all Lego [blocks] that aren’t being used. I can 
see a change in the kids when they start playing 
for the first time; this is important work.”

As for Micah’s parents, well, they can see a 
significant change in their son, too. “Micah is 
an extraordinary child. He has so much empa-
thy for other people and especially children,” 
Christen says. “He came back from the first trip 
to Uganda and realized he didn’t need so much 
or the latest trendy toy. He’s adopted a very 
minimalist approach to life and, as a parent, I 
couldn’t be more thrilled.” LBM

BUILDING THE FUTURE
Join the Slentz family’s efforts by making 
a donation to Play Well Africa. 

To help the nonprofit continue to make 
an impact in African communities, send 
used or new Lego blocks to the address 
below, or visit the organization’s website 
for a list of drop-off locations in Laguna 
Beach or for more information. 

Play Well Africa
P.O. Box 1160

Laguna Beach, CA 92652
714-927-3261

playwellafrica.org 
Through Play Well Africa, Micah Slentz (being hugged, center) lets thousands of kids play with Lego bricks each day.

delivered approximately 1,000 pounds of Lego 
blocks to children in Uganda, and roughly 500 
pounds to African charities, including Child 
Africa, and Peace Corps volunteers in the area. 
The success of the organization can be attrib-
uted, in part, to the video footage that initially 
captured the impact that Lego bricks had on the 
children in those communities where the blocks 
were first sent. Widely circulated online, the 
video motivated Micah—and countless other 
children, families and volunteers around the 
world—to ramp up the Lego brick collecting 
and fundraising efforts in order to boost sup-
plies of the blocks in Africa at schools, hospitals 
and orphanages. 

In order to make the greatest impact, the 
family also decided to travel to Africa. After a 
few years, once the organization had picked up 
steam and the impact of Play Well Africa was 
clear, Micah and Sequoia made their first trip to 
Uganda in 2015 to personally deliver more than 

Clockwise from top left: Micah Slentz (front) at work in Kumi, Uganda; the 10-year-old greets Ugandan 

schoolchildren; Lego bricks help teach basic engineering, architecture, math and more; making friends overseas 

donations; Micah donated some of his own col-
lection of the blocks, too. A year later, they had 
acquired 80 pounds of Lego bricks and, through 
online research, found Child Africa, a charity 
that was already doing educational work on that 
continent and willing to form a partnership. The 
organization connected the family with a person 
in Uganda who agreed to transport any Lego 
donations Micah collected and mailed to a school 
in Kabale, as well as to document through video 
the response from the children who received the 
blocks. The result was overwhelmingly positive 
for the entire Slentz family.

As Micah says, “When I saw how happy the 
kids were, and my dad could [also] see that 
it was making a difference, our whole family 
decided this would be our new ‘thing.’ ”

BUILDING BLOCKS
That new ‘thing’ has turned into a nonprofit 
foundation through which the family has 

LAYING THE FOUNDATION
When Micah was just 6 years old, he was, accord-
ing to his parents, an “always tactile” Lego-lover 
who enjoyed building houses and skyscrapers 
with the blocks. “My mom’s favorite structure 
was a treehouse I built in one of our house-
plants,” he recalls. Wanting to acquire more of 
the popular Lego toys, Micah tried to convince 
his father, Sequoia Slentz, to purchase him an 
elaborate new set of the primary-colored blocks. 
But Sequoia denied the request after pointing out 
to Micah how fortunate he was to already have so 
many Lego bricks. 

Intending to encourage Micah to be grate-
ful for what he already had, Sequoia continued: 
“Many kids in places like Africa don’t have any 
toys at all,” he told his son. Unlike most children 
his age, Micah ruminated on their conversation, 
thinking about those African kids rather than 
himself. Later, during a trip to the mall, Micah 
suggested to his parents that they purchase and 
send the Lego block set he so coveted to those less 
fortunate children instead. 

“At first, my dad told me that the kids [in 
Africa] would probably rather have food and 
clean water,” Micah explains. “But, after a while, 
he felt guilty for not supporting [my idea].” 
Sequoia concedes that he didn’t see the point of 
mailing one Lego gift and hoped Micah would 
forget about it; but the idea stuck in the persis-
tent philanthropist’s mind. And his father was 
touched. “It occurred to me that here I had a kid 
who was attempting to make some sort of dif-
ference in the world, and regardless of how hair-
brained an idea it seemed to me at the time, I 
was not being a good dad—or human being—by 
not supporting him,” Sequoia says. He decided to 
help Micah, and the family began seeking Lego 


